NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF A U T H O R S
General: Typescripts, enquiries concerning editorial matters, layout, and all correspondence should be addressed
to: The Publications Secretary, Quarterly Journal of Engineering Geology, Geological Society, Burlington House,
London W1V 0JU, U.K. Papers are accepted on the understanding that they have not been submitted or published
elsewhere and become copyright of the Geological Society.
Papers on major topics of international interest in engineering geology are welcomed; those of local interest are
unsuitable. Short topical papers of 4 pages or less will be published quickly. The average length for papers,
including references and text-figures is 9 pages; there are c. 900 words on a printed page.
Three complete copies should be sent to the Publications Secretary (recorded delivery in the U.K., registered post
from elsewhere). Typescripts must be accurate and in their final form. Owing to the high cost of corrections at proof
stage, the editors will charge authors the full cost of excessive corrections resulting from inaccurate typescripts.
Afterthoughts and additions at proof stage will not be allowed. Papers (including references) must be submitted in
the style and layout used in the Journal (see current Parts). Those which do not comply will be returned to the
author for modification.
Typescripts should be double-spaced, including references, on one side of the paper only with a 2.5 cm margin on
each side. A4 paper is preferred. All pages should bear the author's name and be numbered serially.
Papers should be succinct: figures, tables and half-tone plates should be kept to a minimum. Papers should be
arranged as follows:
1. Title, brief and specific.
2. Full name(s) and address(es) of author(s). When there is more than one author, state to whom proofs and
offprint order forms should be sent.
3. List of contents (only in the case of long complex papers).
4. Summary: this must be intelligible without reference to the paper, and should not exceed 200 words
(100 words for short papers). It should be a condensation of the essential new information and
interpretations in the paper, and not a mere recital of the subjects covered.
5. Main body of paper, subdivided into 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th order headings (as necessary).
6. Appendices (See Supplementary Publications below).
7. References (see below).
8. Tables, each typed on a separate sheet.
9. Legends for text-figures and plates (if any).

References: The author is responsible for ensuring that the references are correct and that Journal abbreviations
comply with those in the List of Serial Publications held in the Library of the Geological Society of London (Geological
Society, 1978). List only those references cited in the text. Reference in the text to papers with more than two
authors should be made thus: (Smith et al. 1978) but cited in full in the References.
Illustrations: Send only photocopies, retaining the originals until the editor in charge or the Publications Secretary
asks for them. Indicate the suggested size for reproduction. Originals should bear the author's name and TOP
should be indicated. Diagrams should be drawn in black ink on tracing material or smooth white board with a line
weight and lettering suitable for reduction to fit the type area of 203 x 155 ram. Drawings for reduction to 1/~,~ or 7/~0
of their original size require the following line weights and lettering sizes:
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Reductions are linear, and authors are reminded that the space between parts of a diagram, as well as lines and

lettering are reduced. A metric scale should be included, and north point (or where relevant, coordinates of latitude
and longitude, or National Grid) on all maps. Large folding figures and coloured maps are subject to rigorous
scrutiny and will be accepted only in special cases or when publication is assisted by a subvention. Where possible,
good quality prints of figures should be supplied.

Offprints may be ordered, on the form provided, at proof stage, 50 free copies are supplied. These are divided
amongst authors for multi-author papers.
Discussion of papers: Short discussions (maximum 500 words) on papers which have already appeared in the
Journal are acceptable. Two copies should be submitted; the title and author(s) of the paper discussed should be
clearly indicated.
Supplementary Publication: Limited space in the Journal, rising costs of printing, and improved copying methods
mean that detailed material (e.g. in appendices) will be made available in the form of Supplementary Publications.
Such items include locality lists, tables of chemical and other analyses, details of techniques, stratigraphic sections,
photographs and photomicrographs, maps, cross-sections, borehole data, mathematical derivations, and
computer printouts. These will be stored at the British Library Lending Division, Boston Spa, U.K., and the
Library of the Geological Society, and made available as xerox copies or microfiches upon payment by prepaid
coupons (consult librarians) or by payment to the Society. Sections of typescript suitable for such deposition may
be indicated by authors and may be recommended by editors and referees.

